HOW is a believer to be baptized? Immersion in water is the only scriptural method of baptism.
* InMatthew 3:13-16 and in Mark 1:9-10 we find that John the Baptist needed "much water" for baptism.
°  InActs 8:38-39 we are taught baptism by immersion.
¢ InRomans 6:3-6 we see that baptism must furfill three types: death, burial and resurrection. It is also
referred to as being "planted", and being raised. It is not difficult to see that the only mode of baptism
which fulfills all these pictures is the immersion of the believer in water. Furthermore, scriptural
expressions such as "much water" (John 3:23), and "down both into the water” {Acts 8:38) are very
conclusive evidence that water baptism is by immersion.
-
WHY SHOULD WE BE BAPTIZED?
Spiritual baptism is the Christian's identification with Christ (Colossians 2:12). This is WHY we should submit to
water baptism.
Romans 6:3-5 teaches us that it is literally a picture of your death, burial and resurrection with Christ. It is your
first act of obedience to God after salvation. WHY be baptized? Consider the following:
1. Scriptural baptism pleases the Lord. When Jesus was baptized, God the Father said, "This is my beloved
Son, in whom [ am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). Whe n we follow the example of the Lord Jesus Christ
we certainiplease the Father.
2. Scriptural baptism is a testimony to the world. Jesus said, "Whosoeverthereforeshall confess me before
men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32). Our baptism is a
public testimony o f our faith in the Lord Jesus: Christ, and the way in which we identify ourselves with
Christ in His death, burial and resurrection.
3.
IN CONCLUSION
We understand and believe that baptism is not a "sacrament” that imparts saving grace, but an ORDINANCE. We
are not saved by baptism, but by faith in Jesus Christ and His blood..."cleanseth us from all sin" {1 John 1:7).
Baptism is the outward symbol of what has already transpired in the heart of the one who has trusted the Lord
Jesus Christ for full salvation.
Have you taken this first step in your walk with the Lord? Have you been obedient to the word of God concerning
this matter of believer's baptism? In Acts 2:41 we read, "Then they that GLADLY received his word were
baptized..." What is your response?




